RICHELIEU
THE CONFIRMATION OF PROTESTANTISM IN EUROPE
Of all the public characters who moulded
Europe during the seventeenth century Richelieu
is both the greatest in himself, and the most
important in the effect he had. He perpetuated
in France the presence of a Huguenot (that is a
Protestant) minority among the wealthier classes,
and he confirmed the independence of Protestant
Germany, initiating the breakdown of Catholic
authority represented by the Emperor at
Vienna.
In other words, it was Richelieu's genius
more than any other factor which lead to the
great battle ending in a draw, and to a Europe
from one half of which the Catholic culture was.
to be permanently excluded.
Most people would still say, being asked what
was Richelieu's lifework, "The Consolidation
of the French nation through the strengthening
of the French monarchy/' That was certainly
his intention; it was certainly the object to which
he himself was devoted; everything else he did
was subsidiary to that in his own mind. But
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